
This activity guide was created to lead you and your students on 

a learning expedition through Nashville Zoo. You may use this 

information to engage your students in discussion and discovery. 

Remember, your primary responsibility is to keep your group 

with you at all times. A map is provided on the backside to help 

guide the way to exhibits. 

Have fun!

Photo credits: Amiee Stubbs

WHAT IS A HABITAT?
A habitat is a place where a plant or animal lives. Each 

habitat provides food, water, shelter, and living space which 

are needed for survival. Each habitat around the world has 

unique characteristics, and the animals living there have 

specific characteristics and adaptations needed to survive in this 

environment. 

WHAT IS A NICHE?
A niche describes the job, or role that a plant or animal holds 

in its habitat. This includes the animal’s behaviors, adaptations, 

and how it interacts with other animal and plant species present 

in the habitat.

For example:

• Creatures like cockroaches and worms are important in 

a habitat. They eat dead plant material and recycle the 

nutrients back into the soil, which helps new plants to grow, 

and thus provides more food and clean air for animals.

• With their burrows, desert tortoises create an underground 

habitat that, when abandoned by the tortoises, becomes a 

shelter to many animals like mammals, birds, invertebrates, 

and other reptiles.

HABITATS IN DANGER  

Sometimes the habitat of a species is threatened, for example by 

the removal of trees, pollution, human impact, or even natural 

disaster. If the threat continues over time, all species living in this 

habitat may be in danger.

ANIMAL ADVENTURE GUIDES
FEATURED TOPIC: HABITATS

TN STATE STANDARD ALIGNMENT:
Interdependence (Grades K-2, 4-8)

Biodiversity and Change (Grades 1-4, 5, 8)
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2: GIRAFFE
The giraffe is the tallest land mammal and can grow to be around 19 feet tall! 
Giraffes live in the grasslands and savannas of sub-Saharan Africa and spend much 
of their time using their long necks to browse from treetop leaves and buds. Their 
long legs allow them to run up to 35 mph to escape predators, such as lions or other 
large cats. 

1: POISON DART FROG
The poison dart frog lives in Central and South America and comes in various bright 
colors depending on the individual habitat. These colors warn predators of deadly 
toxins in their skin and help them to survive in their environment. The tropical, moist 
forests they inhabit help these amphibians survive with a diet of spiders and small 
insects.

3: RED PANDA
Red pandas live in the cool, temperate bamboo forests of Asia. This habitat provides 
their main food source: young bamboo shoots and leaves, with the occasional 
addition of fruit and insects. The red panda is an endangered species, which means 
there are very few of them alive in the wild. Their endangered status is mostly due 
to trees in their forests being cut down for lumber or fuel.

TAKE ACTION!
What can you do in your school 
or home to help protect animals 

and their habitats?
• Think the “3 R’s”: Reduce, 

Reuse, Recycle
• No littering
• Conserve Energy
• Use natural cleaners
• Research & support wildlife 

conservation programs

4: OSTRICH/ELAND
Habitats are often home to more than just one animal. For example, the ostrich and 
the eland both live in the hot savanna of Africa. The savanna habitat is a warm, 
tropical grassland with a few scattered, small trees. The ostrich is a large, flightless 
bird that eats mostly grass, vegetation, and insects. An eland is a type of antelope 
that live in herds and mostly graze on grass.

How have changes to the habitat affected the survival of this animal?
What special traits or behaviors do these animals use to survive in their habitats?

How does the giraffe’s long neck help it survive in its habitat?
How might an animal this large be able to camouflage in its environment?

What allows these animals to live together in the same habitat?
Do these animals have similar diets, food sources, and shelter?

How is the loss of trees and bamboo affecting the survival of the red pandas?
Where would the red panda find shelter in its habitat?

THROUGHOUT THE ZOO
To learn more about habitats, follow the path on the map below to 
visit the highlighted animal exhibits.  If a highlighted animal is not on 
exhibit during your visit, look for a similar animal.


