
Spring into Action with Nashville Zoo!
Students of all ages are encouraged to join Nashville Zoo this spring for the Spring Into Action conservation 
campaign contest! Leading up to the Zoo’s annual Party for the Planet event and Earth Day, classrooms in 
Metro Nashville, as well as Cheatham, Robertson, Rutherford, Sumner, Wilson and Williamson Counties are 
encouraged to come together and take action to save wildlife both here in Tennessee and around the world.

Electronics Recycling
More than a billion phones and 
electronics are sold each year, but 
Americans recycle less than 20% of their 
old gadgets.  These devices are made 
of rare minerals and metals mined in 
habitats of endangered species like 
the okapi! Recycling your old gadgets 
conserves species and deters e-waste.

Challenge: Collect 100 cell phones or 
electronics and return to the Zoo for 
recycling through Eco-Cell (visit their 
website for more info on recycling).

Choose Sustainable Palm Oil 
Palm oil is found in everything from 
soap to pizza. Demand is so high that 
important habitats for gibbons are 
being destroyed to farm palm oil. To 
ensure your products are produced 
sustainably, look for RSPO labels or 
check them with the Palm Oil Shopping 
app. Learn more on our website.

Challenge: Get 100 people to sign a 
pledge and provide proof that they 
purchased a sustainable palm oil 
product.

Aluminum Can Recycling
Nearly 200 billion aluminum cans 
are used every year.  It takes more 
energy than other metal to produce 
aluminum.  Mining in Malaysia has 
significantly contributed to habitat loss 
for the rhinoceros hornbill.  Fortunately, 
aluminum can be recycled an infinite 
number of times and uses 95% less 
energy than producing new cans.  

Challenge: Create a recycling campaign 
that collects at least 100 lbs of 
aluminum that is recycled.  

Water Runoff Education
Increased water runoff from farms 
and developed areas in Tennessee has 
increased the amount of sediment in the 
rivers hellbenders call home, reducing 
the amount of viable habitat for this 
salamander. Installing rain barrels or 
planting a rain garden are easy ways to 
help reduce water runoff. 

Challenge: Get at least 100 people to 
sign a pledge to change their behavior 
and reduce water runoff on their 
property.

Deadlines: Sign up by February 25. Check-in with Zoo 
staff by March 4 showing evidence of progress. Final 
contest submission due March 25.

Up to 40 students can participate per project group. 
There is no limit to the number of classes that can 
participate per school. 

Age groups (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12) will be judged together 
based on creativity, collaboration, scale and impact. 
A judging rubric will be provided to participants. 

The winning classroom from each age group will 
receive a FREE field trip to the Zoo. 

TAKE ACTION TO SAVE WiLDLIFE
Plan a project around one of these conservation campaigns to make an impact on a threatened species!

CONTEST DETAILS
Nashville Zoo’s Spring into Action contest is meant 
to challenge students to create a conservation 
awareness campaign that gets them involved in 
community-centered conservation action that results 
in quantitative and qualitative conservation results.

We recommend having your class select a campaign, 
brainstorm and formulate an action plan to meet the 
challenge. Successful tactics might include posters, 
a blog, Facebook group, online videos, etc. to educate 
your community about your campaign. Be sure 
to produce a final report to turn into Nashville Zoo 
showing the impact of your campaign by March 25.

CONTEST GOALS

https://www.eco-cell.com/
https://www.nashvillezoo.org/our-blog/posts/your-choices-matter---palm-oil

